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finds a better way or we are going to be
left with ObamacCare for the rest of our
lives and children’s lives and those who
follow.

The 2016 race domestically will be
centered on health care as the most
dominant domestic issue in the coun-
try. If you are running for the House, if
you are running for the Senate or if
you are running for President, here is
what this Supreme Court ruling means:
If the public wants to continue
ObamaCare—which I think would be a
huge mistake—vote Democrat. If you
want to repeal and replace ObamaCare
with something better for you and your
family, bipartisan, vote Republican.

Hillary Clinton, the most likely
Democratic nominee, will make
ObamacCare her own. Whomever the Re-
publican Party may nominate, the one
thing I can assure you is that they will
repeal and replace ObamaCare with
something better.

So to the people of the United States:
You finally have a chance to have your
say. This election in 2016 for the House,
the Senate, and the White House will
give you a chance to stop ObamaCare
and replace it with something better
for you and your children. Take advan-
tage of this opportunity. Because if we
fail to have the people in place in 2016
to change course, ObamaCare becomes
cemented in terms of the American
health care system and our economic
future. I think it would be a mistake
for the ages.

————
NUCLEAR AGREEMENT WITH IRAN

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, as I
speak, Secretary Kerry is on his way to
Geneva to try to conclude nuclear ne-
gotiations with the Iranian regime.

To Secretary Kerry: I urge you to
suspend negotiations until we clear up
two matters.

No. 1, the Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khameini said on state-run tele-
vision in Iran, yesterday and the day
before, ‘“All economic, financial and
banking sanctions, implemented either
by the United Nations Security Coun-
cil, the United States Congress or the
administration, must be lifted imme-
diately when the deal is signed.” Sec-
retary Kerry, would you please tell the
Ayatollah that is unacceptable and re-
pudiate that statement before you ne-
gotiate any further.

The Iranian Parliament, several days
ago, passed draft legislation prohib-
iting the international community
from having access to Iranian military
facilities to determine the state of the
Iranian nuclear program. Secretary
Kerry, please suspend negotiations
until the Iranian Government repudi-
ates this concept. The P5+1 should be
firm in these areas: There will never be
a deal signed with Iran that does not
allow for anytime, anywhere inspec-
tions of nuclear sites, particularly
military sites. How can you negotiate
any further until they repudiate the
actions they have taken?

Please tell me—and I will send you a
letter—what to tell my constituents

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

who are very worried about this. I am
being overwhelmed by questions: Does
the Iranian Parliament action rep-
resent the position of the Iranian Gov-
ernment? My answer would be yes.
Nothing happens in Iran unless the
Ayatollah wants it to happen.

So Secretary Kerry and the Pb5+1,
please tell the Iranians that the action
of the Parliament—the statement they
have made that we will not be allowed
to inspect military facilities as part of
a deal—is a nonstarter and walk away
until they repudiate that. Please send
a message to the Ayatollah through
the negotiators that we will not 1lift
sanctions until there is full compli-
ance, until the TAEA has a chance to
tell us about the possible military di-
mensions of their nuclear program.
How can you lift sanctions and go for-
ward and give them money until you
know exactly what they have been up
to in the past?

Secretary Kerry, now is a time for
you and President Obama to send a
clear message to the Iranians: repu-
diate these two statements or we will
not negotiate any further.

This is the most important decision
any President of the United States will
make, and we are about to go into ne-
gotiations in the final stages with two
thought processes on the table coming
from the highest level of the Iranian
Government: You will not be allowed
to inspect military facilities, and we
will demand immediate sanctions relief
before there is verification.

Those two statements coming from
the Iranian leadership must be repudi-
ated—and repudiated now. Walk away,
Secretary Kerry, until they repudiate
these statements. No more negotia-
tions until we understand, is this a red
line for the Iranians. Because if this is
their red line, I will now ask you in
public: Secretary Kerry, are these posi-
tions red lines for the Iranian Govern-
ment? Have they now adopted a red
line that you will never be allowed to
inspect military facilities as part of an
inspection regime to determine the
past development of nuclear weapons
in Iran? Secondly, is this now a red line
by the Ayatollah; that they will never
agree to a deal that doesn’t allow for
immediate sanctions relief?

I need to know the answer to that
question. Are these red lines? And if
they are red lines, walk away. And if
they are not red lines, have these
statements repudiated because this is
the most important decision the world
will ever make.

God help us all if we enter into a deal
with this regime that is not sound,
with every i dotted and every t crossed,
because the Iranians have been cheat-
ing and lying about their nuclear ambi-
tions for well over a decade, and at the
end of the day, you can’t trust the Ira-
nians.

I urge as strongly as possible that
the P5+1 suspend negotiations until the
Iranians set the record straight and re-
pudiate these statements about deny-
ing us access to military facilities and
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requiring immediate sanctions relief as
part of any deal.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming.

——
THE ECONOMY AND HEALTH CARE

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I want to
talk a little bit today about jobs and
the economy and people’s health care,
and they are all related. We are in the
midst of one of the slowest growth pe-
riods for the economy in the recent his-
tory of the United States. They just re-
vised the figures again. That makes
three times the figures have been re-
vised for the last quarter. They now
show a two-tenths of 1 percent growth.
They should be showing about 2 per-
cent growth for the year.

Why is that a problem? If the econ-
omy increases by just 1 percent, it re-
sults in $300 billion to $400 billion more
tax revenue without raising taxes.
That is where we need to be. When it is
less than that 2 percent, that means we
are losing that much in additional
money. We make these decisions on
about $1,100 billion a year, and we are
overspending that by $468 billion. That
is almost 50 percent overspending. No
family can afford to do that, no city
can afford to do that, and no State can
afford to do that, but apparently the
Federal Government can because we
just borrowed more. So far, there is a
lot of confidence in this country that
we can continue to borrow.

One of the areas where job growth
and economy growth are impeded is
with health care. President Obama is
disconnected from the harsh reality
that this health care law has created
for people. Almost 2 weeks ago, speak-
ing about his health care law, the
President said:

Part of what’s bizarre about this whole
thing is, we haven’t had a lot of conversation
about the horrors of ObamaCare because
none of them have come to pass.

None of them have come to pass?
How insulated is our President? I just
want to emphasize what he said—none
of those horror stories have come to
pass.

Apparently that message didn’t make
it very far because I hear a drastically
different story from folks across Wyo-
ming and other parts of the country.

A rancher from Gillette complained
to me that her and her husband’s
health insurance went up from $11,000
per year to $20,000 per year and then
had a deductible thrown in that was
$6,500. She said: How is that affordable?

A retired nurse from Casper told me
that if you add the premium increases
and the deductible increases, she and
her husband are up $36,000 per year.

She wrote: Health care is
unaffordable. It is a huge burden and
worry. How can people afford to pay
more for health care than they make in
a year?

She said that ObamaCare doesn’t pro-
vide them with coverage for their med-
ical needs and added that it goes
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against everything they believe in for
America.

A man from Cheyenne said the Presi-
dent’s health care law is forcing him to
choose between paying for his health
care or paying for his mortgage.

A small business owner in Newcastle
said that before the affordable health
care law, she could afford to pay for
her employees’ health care. After the
law went into force, she couldn’t. Her
employees couldn’t afford it, either, so
they might leave for a bigger com-
pany—which probably isn’t possible—
and the small business owner might
have to sell out to a bigger company,
which in many of the towns in Wyo-
ming also isn’t going to be possible.
She loves her community and wants to
stay an active part of it. She is dis-
couraged by the situation this health
care law has created and is asking for
help.

We have been asking for help for sev-
eral years now. The President has rec-
ognized that there needs to be some
help; otherwise, there will be some real
calamities. Why haven’t they hap-
pened? Well, some of them have. I have
described some of them to you. But
some of them haven’t happened. That
is because the President has given
waivers on some of the things that he
knows are atrocious and will cause a
huge problem with the economy of the
United States. Does he have the au-
thority to do the waivers? Not really,
but he did them, and that is to put off
the tragedies until later. That is not
what we ought to be doing. We ought to
be making health care more affordable.
There are lots of plans around here for
making it more affordable; most of
those were just discarded.

The bill that went through here went
through—there was a 60-vote majority
on that side of the aisle. Sixty votes is
enough to pass anything through here.
I hope neither party has a 60-vote ma-
jority again because you don’t have to
listen to the other side. You don’t have
to listen to the unintended con-
sequences that might come from some-
body who is knowledgeable because of
their background. There are a bunch of
different backgrounds who serve here
and another 435 backgrounds who serve
on the House side. Why do we have so
many people in Congress? So that we
have those diverse backgrounds and we
can find those nunintended con-
sequences and adjust for them.

The people I mentioned are real peo-
ple, real families. They didn’t write the
story. They and many more like them
contacted me. They are telling me and
they are telling all of us in Washington
to do something about this unworkable
health care bill for millions of Ameri-
cans that is far from affordable, breaks
promises, and makes lives harder. I am
listening to them, and so should the
torch carriers of this federally man-
dated dream that was broken before it
began.

Today’s Supreme Court ruling on
King v. Burwell is surprising, but it re-
minds all of us who warned against this
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health care law that we will have our
work cut out for us to move our coun-
try away from the failed policies. This
law was written and implemented in its
entirety by one party, as I mentioned,
and has been informed from the start
by ideology rather than reality.

There are a number of us who were
working on health care before the
President even became a Senator, and
we have continued to work on it. We
have had a lot of discarded ideas that
could have increased competition and
brought prices down.

This law was written and imple-
mented in its entirety by one party,
and it has been informed from the start
by ideology rather than reality. Yet, it
has fallen to us to make things better
and help people get through these dif-
ficulties caused by this law.

The Federal Government cannot pos-
sibly know what is best for each indi-
vidual, and, as we have seen, a one-size-
fits-all dictate doesn’t work. The Wyo-
ming folks whose stories I just relayed
and the millions more like them from
every State are a testament to that.
That is just a very small sample out of
the hundreds of people who write to me
or talk to me as I travel across Wyo-
ming. Our focus is to offer each of them
new choices for quality affordable
health care. Our focus is not protecting
this failed law, this busted political
legacy. We want to protect families as
we get rid of ObamaCare and transition
away from this fiasco. That is what it
is, as is illustrated by the testimonials
that I talked about earlier and the
hundreds more that I have.

It is time for Republicans and Demo-
crats to truly deliver on the Presi-
dent’s broken promise of a health care
system that expands access and pro-
motes quality and has patient-centered
care while actually bringing the costs
down. That is possible, just not under
that bill. This is an opportunity for
both parties to work together and put
into place real solutions that rely on
these principles.

I think they just announced that one
of the Federal insurance co-ops is going
out of business. All of them are se-
verely in the red. Those would be gov-
ernment-sponsored entities that said
too much was being charged for health
care by many of the insurance compa-
nies, and they went for far lower pre-
miums. The hope was that it would
bring down the price, but it didn’t.
That is not the way to encourage the
kind of competition we need if we are
going to bring down health care costs.

One of the things that has been fo-
cused on around here for a long time
has been small business health plans or
small businesses. Small businesses are
the ones that are really having the
problem.

I ran into a man who said: I have a
very successful business, and I just got
a tremendous location that is only 50
miles away where I could open another
one. But that would put me over 50 em-
ployees, and that puts me in a different
category on health care costs. The peo-
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ple who are working for me like the
health care costs I am providing, and I
would have to go to a whole different
level or pay huge fines, and I can’t af-
ford to do that. So I am not going to
open that other location; I am not
going to put 50 more people to work.

For too long, the debate over health
care has placed politics over the best
interests of patients. No matter the
Court’s ruling, it is time for Democrats
and Republicans to deliver what the
President promised but ultimately
failed to deliver. We need a health sys-
tem that expands access and promotes
quality, patient-centered care while ac-
tually bringing down the costs. We
must allow States the freedom and
flexibility to ensure that hard-working
Americans can get the care they need.
It is time for both parties to work to-
gether on real solutions that rely on
these principles. We should move for-
ward on a bipartisan basis to provide
more choices and a better health care
system for hard-working Americans.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
come to the floor to congratulate my
colleague, the senior Senator from Wy-
oming, whom I have worked with for
many years and who has been a true
leader in true health care reform with
proposals he has made that would actu-
ally help people get affordable care.

The Obama health care law, regard-
less of the ruling of the Supreme Court,
continues to be an expensive failure.
There have been so many broken prom-
ises by this President about health
care in America, which, to me, is the
reason this health care law—the sup-
port for it across the country remains
at an alltime low.

People were promised that if they
liked their coverage, they could keep
their coverage. Millions have lost cov-
erage. The President promised: If you
like your doctor, you can keep your
doctor. Millions have lost their doc-
tors. The President said premiums
would go down by $2,500 per family. In-
stead, premiums have gone up, and
there is no end in sight.

When I take a look at this and say
“Why is the support so low?”’ it is be-
cause most people believe that for
them personally, it is a bad deal. They
are paying more in premiums, higher
copays, and higher deductibles, all of
which makes it a bad deal for them
personally.

I would say that ObamaCare cannot
be fixed, but health care in America
must be fixed.

They say: What are you going to do
about it as a Republican?

There are incredible Republican
plans out there, each of which is much
better than the President’s health care
law. We still have 30 million Americans
without insurance, concerned about
the fact that they still need care. We
are going to continue to work to repeal
and replace this health care law with a
law that will allow people to get what
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Senator ENZI had been talking about.
We need patients to get the care they
need from a doctor they choose at
lower costs. That is what Republicans
are committed to, and that is what Re-
publicans, in spite of today’s ruling by
the Supreme Court, will continue to
work for.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. MURPHY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
FIiscHER). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

Mr. MURPHY. Madam President,
hopefully, we can move on. After a
Presidential election, two Supreme
Court cases, 60-plus votes to repeal the
Affordable Care Act in the House of
Representatives, and endless debates
here in the Senate, maybe now is the
moment where Republicans will choose
to close the books on trying to strip
away from millions of Americans the
benefits they have received from the
Affordable Care Act. This is an impor-
tant day for over 10 million Americans
who have health care right now be-
cause of the Affordable Care Act. I
would argue it is an important day as
well for the separation of powers and
the recognition that it is the legisla-
tive body that sets the policy for this
country.

I just wanted to come down to the
floor for a few minutes to express my
hope and my desire that proponents of
the Affordable Care Act—such as my-
self, Senator STABENOW, and Senator
BALDWIN—who have come down to the
floor over and over during the course of
the last 3 years don’t have to do it any-
more. I would love to come down to the
floor and talk about the need to fix our
transportation system or the need for
mental health reform. I would love to
talk about tax reform. I have come
down to the floor over and over to de-
fend the Affordable Care Act simply be-
cause it has been perpetually under at-
tack despite the fact that its successes
are now unparalleled.

Justice Roberts, in the decision
today—I won’t quote from it at
length—said: ‘‘Congress passed the Af-
fordable Care Act to improve health in-
surance markets, not to destroy
them.” That is essentially the opera-
tive phrase in today’s decision. We
passed the Affordable Care Act to im-
prove health insurance marketplaces,
not to destroy them, and that is what
it has done. It has improved market-
places all across the country. Why? Be-
cause people have voted with their feet.
The 10 to 11 million people who signed
up for either expanded Medicare, Med-
icaid coverage or these exchanges have
shown us that the law works as in-
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tended because they didn’t stay out or
deem it to be unaffordable. They
stepped in and bought coverage.

We should now be in the business of
perfecting this law. None of us, frank-
ly, think that this law is perfect. Many
of us are open to conversations about
how to make it better and how to per-
fect it. Now that the Supreme Court
has completely shut the door to a judi-
cial repeal of the act, and after having
debate after debate, hopefully it is
clear that there are not the votes—nor
the support, obviously, in the executive
branch—to repeal the act, and we can
move on to something else.

This is an old chart of mine that I
have in the Chamber. I brought this
down to the floor several months ago
when a colleague of ours suggested
that the administration shouldn’t be
celebrating the successes of the Afford-
able Care Act, as if people receiving
health insurance for the first time in
their life wasn’t something to cele-
brate, as if 17 million children with
preexisting conditions who will never
have their health care taken away
from them wasn’t something to cele-
brate, and as if 9.4 million senior citi-
zens who are saving $15 billion on drugs
isn’t something to celebrate. I get ex-
cited when I talk about the Affordable
Care Act not only because it is a really
sober and important topic but because
when I talk to my constituents back
home, they are excited. They are bub-
bling over with enthusiasm. Those of
them who never had the chance to get
health coverage before the Affordable
Care Act and those who worried every
single night, sick that their child
wouldn’t be able to live a normal life
because their existence would be ob-
sessed with whether they were able to
cover their complicated illness with in-
surance, are bubbling over with enthu-
siasm.

There are millions of people who are
celebrating this decision today, and it
is a sober day because, hopefully, we
will be able to have a conversation
about how we can move on to another
topic. But it is a day to celebrate, not
only for the 6.4 million Americans,
first and foremost, who would have had
their insurance taken away by an ad-
verse decision, but for all Americans
who would have been caught up in an
insurance death spiral had the decision
gone the other way.

I hope we can limit our discussions
about the Affordable Care Act to ways
in which we can make it work better.

So I hope we can now spend more
time talking about other topics that
matter to this country. I hope the
House of Representatives decides to
give up this obsession with repealing
the Affordable Care Act, which is some-
thing that is simply not going to hap-
pen. And for its opponents out in the
field, the Supreme Court has shut the
doors to a judicial repeal of the Afford-
able Care Act today.

I think of a lot of stories when I
think about what the Affordable Care
Act has meant to the people of Con-
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necticut. We have cut our uninsurance
rates in half in Connecticut. We have
one of the best running exchanges in
the country. But one of the simplest
stories is the only one I will convey as
I wrap up this morning.

I was at the community pool that my
family goes to in Cheshire, CT, and I
was in the pool with my then 2-year-
old just shortly after passage of the Af-
fordable Care Act.

A young man about my age came up
to me, and he said: Listen, I am sorry,
Mr. MURPHY, to disturb you; I know
you are here with your son, but I have
a little boy, too, and he has a con-
genital heart problem. Every single
day since he has been born, I have wor-
ried that he wouldn’t get to live out his
dreams because his life decisions would
be dictated by whether or not he could
get insurance to cover all of the com-
plicated health care needs he is going
to have and that would be determina-
tive of his path in life, not his dreams,
his desires for himself.

He said: I get it that this is going to
help a lot of people in very practical
and economic ways, but I just want to
thank you because now I sleep better
at night knowing that my son is going
to be able to get covered, that my son
is going to be able to lead a relatively
normal life, and that he can be what-
ever he wants to be.

That is the benefit the Affordable
Care Act brings people. It is not just
practical. It is not just economic. It is
not just the battle over whether some-
body has health insurance. It is psy-
chological. It is peace of mind.

The Supreme Court protected 6.4 mil-
lion people from losing their health in-
surance today, but they also protected
tens of millions of patients and parents
and sons and daughters and grand-
parents from losing that peace of mind
that comes with the protections from
an Affordable Care Act that is working.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
GARDNER). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

———

KING V. BURWELL DECISION

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, earlier
today the Supreme Court issued its
long-awaited ruling in King v. Burwell.
As we now know, the Court has once
again decided to rule against common
sense and the plain meaning of statu-
tory language in order to uphold the
poorly drafted Affordable Care Act—
which, by the way, Justice Roberts
says has a lot of ambiguity and poor
draftsmanship. Even worse, with to-
day’s decision, the Court’s ruling failed
to hold the Obama administration ac-
countable for its reckless execution of
its own law.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-23T15:22:54-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




